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Our otijoet, by this publication, is to promote pure religion, sound morals, 
Christian reforms : the Abolition of sinvebolding, caste, tile rnm-traflic, anil 
kindred crimes—the application of Christian principles to all the relations, i!u- 

God, restoring the common brotliorhood of man, nnd rendering Society the 
typo of heaven. Our text book Is the Bible ; our standard, the Divine law : 
our expediency, obedience ; our plan, the Gospel ; our trust, the Divine prom¬ 
ises ; bur panoply , the whole armor of God. 
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THE THEOLOGIES AND THE REFORMS. 

NUMBER FOUR. 

IY.—Gradualism.—Immediatism. 

Conservatists so called, whenever they consent to enter 
upon any reformatory movement at all, insist uniformly 
that the reformation must be gradual. The evil, they say- 
cannot bo removed at once, and this should not be attempt¬ 
ed nor demanded. Abuses, not the abstract evil, should be 
attacked. Melioration, not abolition, should be sought after 
Attempting too much at a time, would produce a re-aetion, 
and do more harm than good. Men are to be led on, quiet, 
ly, stealthily', without alarming them, by letting them forseo 
all you are driving at. Neither dram-drinking, nor slave¬ 
holding are to be broken off, all at once. A gradual prep¬ 
aration is necessary, in order to success and safety. Sins 
interwoven in the structure of society, like slavery, could 
not he displaced at once, without danger to the social fab¬ 
ric. Such is their theory- 

Radical reformers take the opposite ground. Their cry 
is, “Total abstinence from intoxicating drinks, immediate 
emancipation of slaves, immediate, unconditional, and total 
abolition of slavery." 

Again we summon the Theologies to clecide the dispute, 
or to say, each for itself, on which side they will array 
themselves. 

If the Conservatists are to find Theological countenance 
and support in their gradualism, in opposition to immediat¬ 
ism, it must he from the same Theology that has been shown 
to be on their side, iu respect to the proceeding questions. 
The Theology of gradualism, must be that which conceives 
of the moral and spiritual maladies of mankind, as being 
circumstantial rather than radical, requiring moral cultiva¬ 
tion rather than moral renovation: a growth, a develop¬ 
ment, rather than a new creation, a regeneration, a new 
birth. The change it seeks, is one of degree rather than of 
nature or of character. It prescribes, not a new heart, but 
a progressive one. Nosuclden.no immediate, no instanta¬ 
neous change can be requisite, or even admissable on this 
ground. Of this phase of the lenient Theologies, and the 
inferences to he legitimately deduced from it, the world 
has had abundant expositions, from many of its own teach¬ 
ers. Says one of them, “A man cannot he changed from a i 
sinner to a saint, by a sudden shook.* 1 ' Says another of 
them, “Not in a moment, and by one convulsive throe, is 
the Winter displaced, and the Spring seated in her robes of 
green, on her throne of flowers.”f By the use of this fig¬ 


ure, it is assumed that mankind, like the elements of nature 
and the vegetable kingdom, are still in a state of harmony 
■ with the original laws of their being, and need no change, 
hut that of progression, which is, of course, gradual. 

Now, if this Theological view be the correct one—if it be 
trne that what the old Theologies regard as a spiritual 
death, be only a feeble manifestation of spiritual life, if 
nothing is wanting but invigonftion and growth, then, for 
aught we can see, there is no propriety in calling sinners 
to immediate, instant repentance for an, nor is it either 
practicable or needful for them to comply with the requis¬ 
ition. All they can do, or need do, is. to wait passively for 
gradual growth, in the process of which they will gradual¬ 
ly throw off whatever incidental irregularities they may 
have inadvertantly contracted, in their weak state. And if 
this he the recipe for the cure of other sins, why not for 
slaveholding ? Why not wait for the gradual influx of 
more light and better information respecting the compara¬ 
tive consequences and effects of slavery on the one hand, 
and of emancipation on the other ? Why not leave the evil 
to a gradual, self-curing proeesB, as nature cures physical 
diseases ? 

This is the only Tbeologic, or Philosophic elucidation 
and vindication of Gradualism, as a remedy for slavehold¬ 
ing, of which we can conceive, or have even heard. It re¬ 
minds us of a lecture wo once heard, on “Human Progress” 
by a Theologian of the lenient school. As he was known 
to be a cordial hater of slavery, J it surprised us to hear 
him distinctly say that slavery was to he regarded like 
other sublunary evils, as one of the necessary stepping 
stones in the ascent of human progress. Without it. the 
organization of labor could never have been perfected. 
But the time, he thought, had now come, at least in Ameri¬ 
ca, in which it should be laid aside, and soon must be. 

Very evidently the Radical Abolition doctrine of immedi¬ 
ate and unconditional emancipation, must be maintained, 
if at all, on the basis of a theology, the very antipodes of 
the one we have been considering. There is such a Theolo¬ 
gy, and its distinctive features, so obviously pertinent to the 
solution of the problem before us, are known and read of 
all men. They are the very hone, muscle, and fibre of its 
entire system. They stand as the leading topics of its theo¬ 
logical institutes, They are written out on its church 
creeds. They go to make up the warp and the woof of the 
stated Sabbath sermon. 'The exhortation, the hymn, the 
prayer, are all alive with them. They are discussed in the 
Bible class, and taught in the Sabbath School. They are 
heard in the protracted meeting, the conference room, the 
inquiry meeting, the class meeting the prayer meeting, the 
morning and evening devotion of families. 

They are these—Man. a lost sinner, condemned already, 
no excuse for his sin. no way of forgiveness and salvation 
hut through Christ,—no interest in his salvation but by 
regeneration, the new birth, conversion, repentance, faith, 
and holy obedience. The Gospel offer, in the present tense 
only,— “Now is the accepted time,”— "To-day if you will 
hear His voice,”—No promise of to-morrow—danger of be¬ 
coming hardened by delay, and losing the soul. No salva¬ 
tion from hell, without salvation from sin.—Only two class¬ 
es of rnen, the saved and the lost, the regenerate and unre¬ 
generate. The change an immediate one,—the transforma¬ 
tion first, the gradual growth in goodness afterwards. —The 
duty of immediate and unconditional repentance, the first- 
duty,—no security until that duty is performed,—repent¬ 
ance of all sin—of every sin. No attempts at gradual 
amendment acceptable or available, nor anything short of 


giving up all for Christ, and conformity to His will in every¬ 
thing. No favorite, or profitable, or popular sin to he 
spared—“the Old man” to he crucified. No foundation for 
forgiveness from any merit in even all these, but only for 
the sake of Christ. 

There is evidently no room for “gradualism” here. The 
needed change, is a life from the dead. It is a resurrection, 
a new creation, a regeneration, a new birth. Before it all 
is death. Its first appearance is the beginning of life. Its 
voluntary subjects aro “passed from death to life.” Thus 
it must needs he, if at all, because, by the teachings of this 
Theology, all were “dead” before. “Aid you hath he 
quickened, (made alive) “who were dead in. trespasses and 

Undeniably, this Theology requires the immediate and 
unconditional abandonment of slaveholding, if it regards 
slaveholding a sin. That it does this, we have before 
shown. 

Historically, as well as philosophically, it was this Theolo¬ 
gy that gave rise to the idea and to the enterprise of the 
immediate abolition of slavery. The names of Edwards, 
Wesley, and Hopkins, aro sufficient to attest this. The 
preaching of immediate repentance in revivals of religion, 
near the middle of the last century, by those honored minis¬ 
ters of the Gospel, and their associates and successors, led 
to the abolition movements of the last century, and the same 
preaching in the revivals of 1827 and onward, led to the 
abolition movements of the present century. And though 
with the masses, tho movement degenerated, in both cases, 
into mere gradualism, the fault was not in the doctrine, nor 
with its original preachers, but in the downward tendency 
of depraved humanity as witnessed in all ages. 

It may he asked why the constant preaching of tliis 
Theological doctrine in this country, has not brought slave¬ 
holders to repentance, nor made radical abolitionists of 
preachers or hearers ? The answer, in addition to what has 
already been suggested, is this. Tho doctrine has not been 
received by tho slaveholder—has not been applied, as it 
Bhould have been, to his sin. Medicines can do no good 
when not administered—not taken by the patient into the 
system. Many who preach immediate repentance for sin 
ignore or overlook tho sin of slaveholding. 

The only way in which “ Conservatists 11 in the Orthodox, 
tho Evangelical churches, and Ministry, have avoidod the 
application of this doctrine to slaveholding, is by denying, 
(though in opposition to thoir own Theology, as has already 
been shown.) that slaveholding is sin. This proves that 
they understand not only the power of the doctrine against 
slavery, if applied to it: hut likewise that the doctrine of 
immediatism as opposed to gradualism, is a known and ac¬ 
knowledged doctrine of the Orthodox, or Evangelical church, 
as it is not of the churches of the less stringent Theologies. 
Immediatists should not mistake the armory from whence 
their artillery is to he derived. Blot out the old Theologies, 
which Reformers have so often been invited to repudiate, 
and there is neither Theology or Philosophy left, by which 
their immediatism. could be rationally vindicated before the 
world. If the grand outlines of the old Theologies are not 
fundamental truths, then all our radical reforms are based 
on fundamental errors, and ought to he abandoned. On 
the other hand, if they are fundamental truths, then all who 
receive them are bound by their creed to become radical 
reformers,—radical abolitionists especially. 

This will more fully appear by noticing additional par¬ 
ticulars as we shall do, as we proceed in our discussion. 


* Buy. Pb. Chavis on revival?— vide Baltimore Patriot. 

■ Rev. w H Furness in tiie Unitarian church, Philadelphia, viiioLiberator 
a? 21 • 1858 —The preacher in an earnest Abolitionist anil could not have in- 
A-Ude.! to deny the duty and practicability of immediate emancipation. But 
J Theology led him to repudiate the Iheologlcai foundation of that measure. 



Mr. Beecher is furnishing a weekly Sermon in tho New 
York Independent —all of them interesting, most of them 
rich with beautiful and just sentiments : some of them truly 
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valuable, in the main, for their practical influence, as well 
as for their fresh and happy elucidations of Christian doc¬ 
trine. And yet we can hardly finish the perusal of one of 
them without meeting with something that seems to us a 
strange fancy, sadly out of joint, and ill assorting with the 
important truths found in the same connection. In a ser¬ 
mon from Hob. ii: 14,18, (Nov. 17,) after having eloquently 
and powerfully set forth, from the Scriptures, the doctrine 
of the proper divinity of Christ, he says: 

“ It was the existence of a divine mind in a human body, 
subject to tho laws and conditions of that body, which con¬ 
stituted the incarnation of Christ.” “ he have no warrant 
in Scripture for attributing to Christ any other part of 
human nature than simply a body.” 

IIow is this ? Was the man Christ Jesus,” mere flesh 
mid blood—a mere animal 1 When he took on him, "not 
the nature of angels, but the seed of Abraham ”—and was 
“ made like unto his brethren ”—when “ he suffered, being 
tempted,” that he might he “' able to succor them that arc 
tempted,” (all which is stated in Mr. Beecher’s text,) did he 
take upon him only the animal nature of Abraham ? Was 
he made like unto his brethren only in bones and sinews J 
Is he their brother, and “ not ashamed to call them breth¬ 
ren,” (v. 11,) merely as an animal ? Was it his body, merely, 
and not his soul, that was “ tempted 1” Or was it the di¬ 
vine mind in a human body ” that was tempted ? How then, 
■was Christ our examplar, in enduring temptation ? And 
how did Jesus “increase in wisdom ” as well as stature, if 
he had no human soul ? Did “ the divine mind in a human 
body ” increase in “ wisdom !” 

In tho same sermon, Mr. Beecher says:— 

“ Any presentation of God as an official Personage, who 
sits, as it is sometimes said, in the chair of state—as a mere 
Governor of the universe—is a false presentation. God 
governs the universe, but he is not a mere Governor. I may 
control mon by my personal influence, but I am not captain. 
I am not elected to anything. I do not act under any writ¬ 
ten law or constitution. So far as I control them, I do it by 
the play of my mind on theirs. I touch their interests, their 
sympathies, their enthusiasm. God governs the universe, 
not by his laws, so-called, hut by Himself —by the direct 
throb of bis soul. And, I repeat, any view of God which 
presents him as an official Personage, or in any way that 
leaves out Personality, Heart, Sympathy, Soul—is false!” 

We were not aware that any persons regard God as a 
mere official Personage, a mere Governor without per¬ 
sonality or affections. Mr. Beecher admits that he is a 
Governor; and we trust ho did not mean to imply that he 
does not enact and administer penal law, though his language 
may seem to favor that idea. When God governs “ by him¬ 
self” he does govern by his laws—and his lawis, like “him¬ 
self,” Love. It is an expression of his “ heart,” his affec¬ 
tions, and can never conflict with it. So also of his “ Official 
Character, which grows out of his relations, and is necessary 
to the uniform and orderly exercise of his affections. God, 
as a Governor, and God as a Father, are identical. Hence 
he says: “ A son honorcth his father, and a servant his mas¬ 
ter. If I, then, be a father, where is mine honor i And if 
I bo a master, where is my fear ?” (Mai. i. C.) The son and 
the servant, here, are the same; and bo are the father and 
master. The God of the New Testament is the God of the 
Old Testament. And the Christ of the New is the Messiah 
of the Old. The “ Governors and Offioial Personages ” of 
this world are too often heartless and soulless, indeed. But 
it is not so with God. 

It is in no spirit of captious “heresy-hunting " that we 
make these criticisms. Mr. Beecher is a strong, earnest, 
living man, who thinks for himself) and speaks what he 
thinks. We honor such men; and wish for them—what we 
know they wish for themselves—hearers and readers who 
will think, for themselves, as they hear and read—-and who 
will likewise speak for themselves, as they think. 


■Doctor Poruroy, Secretary of the American Board of Com¬ 
missioners for Foreign Missions, has been removed from his 
office, for immoral conduct. He has published a statement 
by which it appears that he has been made a victim to the 
enticements of three different women, to each of whom, 
for the purpose of avoiding exposure, he paid $500. He 
denies anything further.— Tribune. 



COLUMBIA’S JUBILEE. 

Sound, sound a Jubilee ! . 

Proclaim throughout the land, 

That all its sons are free 
From each oppressor’s hand. 

Proclaim with joy, 

Ye bond, be free ! 

Go forth—go forth! 

’Tis Jubilee. 

Let Nature, cheerful clad— 

Her woodlands, fields and flowers, 

Her hills and valleyB glad, 

With all their vocal powers, 

Speak out and say— 

Ye bond, he free ! 

Go forth—go forth! 

’Tis Jubilee. 

Ye sons of freemen, rise. 

And join the general song, 

And, lifting to the Skies 

Your anthems, loud and long, 

Like freemen say— 

Ye bond, be free! 

Go forth—go forth! 

’Tis Jubilee. 

Let high-born seraphs, where 
They walk the heavenly plain. 

Catch "the glad echo there : 

And sound it back again 
In concert sweet— 

The slave is free ! 

Columbia has 

A Jubilee! L. F. 


From the Worcester Spy. 

Dr. Cheevcr’s Position De«neU. 

Bet. Dr. Cheever. —In our notice of Dr. Cheever’s lec¬ 
ture on John Brown and tho affair at Harper’s Ferry, it was 
said that he maintained “ the right and tho duty of others 
to fight for the delivery of the oppressed, with such instru¬ 
ments as God might put at their command.” This is incor¬ 
rect. We have received from him a communication in which 
he fully explains his views. We print that communication 
here, as follows :— 

“ It was my object to present the two great agencies at 
our command, against slavery, namely, our own Constitution 
and the Word of God, faithfully interpreted aud applied. 
I said that if man had been faithful with these agencies; 
especially, if the church and ministry had taken God’s Word, 
and driven its arguments and denunciations against the sin 
of slaveholding, as they ought to have done, there would 
have been no need of John Brown’s martial heroism, nor 
would he have been found at Harper’s Ferry with mere car¬ 
nal weapons, but, more likely, would have been heard of, 
still farther south, and in greater danger, carrying God’s 
messages against slaveholders and their sin, personally and 
individually, to their own hearts and consciences. Our 
blessed Lord has said. They that take the sword shall per¬ 
ish with the sword; but even these words cannot be applied 
in all cases and literally; for Washington took the sword, 
but did not perish with the sword; and most persons have 
been in the habit of assuming that Washington had the sanc¬ 
tion and the blessing of the Almighty, even in taking up 
the sword against the enemies of liberty. No man can de¬ 
fine the point where Washington’s conduct in taking the 
sword would have passed from the category of duty, into 
that of imprudence or of crime. But this is certain, that if 
the church and ministry do not apply God’s Word for the 
conquest of oppression and of tyranny, God’s Word in be¬ 
half of the enslaved and for the abolition of slavery, God’s 
Word against those sinners, who hold, buy and sell human 
beings as their property, men out of the church as well as 
in it, will resort to force, and war and bloodshed will he 
inevitable, and God will let it come, in very retribution. 

If his church and ministry will not use the moral means 
God has put in their power, will not oppose the sin of sla¬ 
very with the denunciations and penalties pronounced against 
it, in his Word, men will put those means into the shape of 
bullets, and will fight it out; and God will let them. If 
they whose duty ii. is to take the sword of the spirit, and 


figHt against this sin. will not do it, then they themselves, 
and their own liberties, will perish by the sword. This was 
God’s dealing with the people of old. Ye have not heark¬ 
ened unto me, in proclaiming liberty, every man to his bro¬ 
ther, and every man to his neighbor, therefore I proclaim a 
liberty for yen, saith the Lord, to the sword, the famine, 
and the pestilence. And so it will ho again, if we do not 
repent of our sin, and in every just way in our power re¬ 
member those that arc in bonds, as bound also with them. 

The representation of my lecture, as maintaining not- only 
the right of men to achieve their own freedom, but the right 
and the duty of others to fight for the delivery of the op¬ 
pressed, with such instruments as God might put at their 
command, is therefore to he qualified, and I distinctly qual- 
ified it, by the word just —such just instruments: including, • 
as I definitely stated, all the legal, constitutional, moral and 
religious instrumentalities God has given us to- fight with, 
but especially, His Word : ineluding also the duty of the 
State to protect its citizenB in speaking and acting in behalf 
of the enslaved; the duty of passing a personal liberty bill, 
on purpose that private citizens might be able to oppose 
the wicked fugitive slave bill, not only from the imperative 
Christian obligation to' succor and defend the fugitive, but 
under their own State laws, by command of their own sov- 
reign State government. If only a few of the free States 
will wheel into line with Vermont and Wisconsin, and im¬ 
mediately construct such a breakwater against tyranny, 
such a legal, constitutional, and Christian array of just 
against unju-t law, and of State rights and God’s rightB 
against federal and slave usurpation, the whole battle is 
gained, the slave power is broken, and speedily the enslaved 
will be set free. 

I proved in my lecture, from the law of God and nature, 
from Blackstone and the Bible, and the recognized princi¬ 
ples of all civilized and Christian jurisprudence, that laws 
which go against natural rights aud liberties are of no binding 
force, possess no validity, but, as opposed to God’s law, must 
be disobeyed. 1 proved that a den of pirates, with laws 
sanctioning and enforcing their own robberies and murders, 
ought to be broken up, simply because they were violating 
God’s laws and men’s rights; aud that any corporate piracy, 
like that of Virginia, whose laws sanction and enforce man¬ 
stealing, the highest and worst kind of robbery, and put to 
death, under the charge of treason, those that disobey and 
resist the requirements of that corporation, stood as really 
against God and man as any brotherhood of Thugs, and 
ought to be resisted; but especially that the great lesson of 
John Brown’s movement was this, that if the church and 
ministry would not, with moral courage, by moral means, 
with the word and spirit of the living God, resist such wick¬ 
edness, if they would not obey God and go against it, and 
overcome it in his name, then there would be war, desola¬ 
tion, and blood, a reign of terror and destruction more ter¬ 
rible than all the plagues of Egypt. 

The lesson and the warning are this: Take the Word of 
God, and abolish slavery by that, at God’s command, or sla¬ 
very itself will abolish us. and that speedily; will abolish 
all our freedom, all our liberties, all our peace, all our 
rights. Abolish slavery by the Word and Spirit of the Liv¬ 
ing God, or slavery will abolish itself in insurrection, in 
blood, in fire, war, and desolation. If we refuse to right a 
great wrong, at God’s command, and in God’s appointed 
way, the wrong will right itself, in vengeance, over our heads) 
over our prostrate necks, God will suffer it to ride, as a great 
avenging Juggernaut. If ye have not been faithful in that 
which is another man’s, who shall give you that which is your 
own 7 The lesson is that of the importance of the speedy, 
timely use of such legal, constitutional and moral means as 
God still gives us, against the sin and despotism of slavery, 
that the necessity and recurrence of such awful tragedies as 
that of Harper’s Ferry, on a vaster scale may he prevented.” 


AEFAiKS LY VIRGIAIA. 

Ejects of the prevailing excitement in Virginia on large 
property-holders—a stampede from the country contmnpla- 
ted—r'isecunty of life and property—James A. Shaw— 
1he cost of the Harpers Ferry insurrection to Virginia, 
fc-, jrc., §rc. 


-, Va., Saturday, Nov. 19, 1859. 

The present aspect of things in Virginia is gloomy, and 

ominous of a still more gloomy future. There is a prevail¬ 
ing feeling of uncertainty growing out of the Harper’s 
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Ferry insurrection, and its sad effect upon the relations of 
the two sections, which affects the very tenure of property 
itself, and impairs the patriotic relations of the citizen to 
the State. Patriotism rises not one jot beyond the point of 
self protection, and even in this, its functions seem inade¬ 
quate to the crisis, or at least inadequate to give the neces¬ 
sary assurance of protection. It is needless to deny the 
fact: our people are dismayed and distracted, to a degree 
which no change in the present state of affairs can mater¬ 
ially affect or remedy. 

The colossal character of the evil which was the imme¬ 
diate cause of this feeling of insecurity, and the consequent 
despair of ever remedying it. is producing its effects upon 
the mind's of large property-holders in several parts of the 
State. They see nothing in the future hut interminable 
strife, the end of which must be a material diminution in 
the value of all descriptions of property. The Government 
of the country is deemed incapable of an efficient discharge 
of its fundamental obligations, and the spirit Of self-sacrifice 
and patriotism which were heretofore looked to, as a coun- 
terb dance for this deficiency, seemed to have vanished as 
the very emergency which needed their exercise arose. A 
feeling of insecurity in respect of life and property has nar¬ 
rowed down the sphere of patriotic labor, to a concern about 
one’s own peculiar or individual interests. This is hut the 
natural result of a want of confidence in the Government 
and laws to give due protection to life and property. As a 
consequence of this conviction, I understand that several 
leading and wealthy families of the State contemplate sell- ■ 
ing out and moving to England, or some part of tho conti¬ 
nent of Europe, there to enjoy that security which their 
own Government is unable to extend at home. Moreover, 
as I understand, they see in the present distracted state of 
the country, tho basis of a future conflict which would in¬ 
volve a serious depreciation in tho value of a large amount 
of property that is now valuable; and they accordingly 
propose availing themselves of the present prosperous state 
of the times, to disposo of their effects and quit. 

The state, of things as it is estimated here, is truly anorno- 
lous. There is no actual war between the North and South, 
yet tho panic is no less intense. The feeling is just such as 
pervades a people daily apprehensive of war, with this ex¬ 
ception, that in the former instance the apprehension and 
panic are destined to be enduring, because the cause is per¬ 
manent and irremediable, while in the latter, negotiation 
may he available, in removing the casus belli. Far better 
for the interests, security, and peace of the country that a 
six month’s actual war should rage between the two sections, 
and then terminate in a settlement of all impending diffi¬ 
culties. than that this corroding panic, this demoralizing 
spiteful, and hostile spirit should continue to exist between 
the North and South. Its influence is degrading. It is 
making the population of the country spies one upon the 
other. Tho faculties are exercised, not in the lino of noble 
rivalry in commerce, science, the arts, or mechanism, hut 
in for min g devices to countervail some supposed plan of 
the enemy, or retaliate with the most ingenious effect for an 
injury done. Talk about freedom of speech! There is 
none. There is more caution manifested, and more need of 
it wherever wo go, North or South, in the expression of one’s 
views, than is necessary within the ruling of the French 
Emperor at this moment. It is no uncommon thing to see 
men of standing and influence look cautiously around them 
before venturing an expression of opinion on any subject 
savoring remotely of sectionalism. There is an all-pervad¬ 
ing spirit of distrust and suspicion. Every man is acting a 
detective upon his neighbor, and the principle, ‘‘regard 
every man a rogue until yon find out the contrary,” seems 
to be the universal rule in social intercourse. No wonder, 
then, that, in such a state of things, people who desire peace 
and repose, should seek it- beyond the sphere of this espion¬ 
age system. And it will he so. Iq less than twelve months 
from this time, you will hear of many leading families of 
Virginia emigrating to some region beyond the limits of 
the United States, where they can enjoy exemption from 
these disagreeable annoyances. And when such a result 
follows so speedily upon the heel of the Harper’s Ferry 
outbreak, which is the immediate cause of this disturbance, 
what must he the consequence in the future ? This condi¬ 
tion of wild exeitoment, though now deemed temporary and 
evanescent, will by and by, become the normal state of so¬ 
ciety here. The public mind has, in the exciting incidents 


of the past few weeks, food enough to nurture and keep 
alive for years, a feeling of mutual hostility between the two 
sections, which will beineompatable with a life of peace or 
repose. And from this main source of evil, collateral evils 
will spring up, which must embitter and aggravate the spir¬ 
it of hostility which the Harper’s Ferry insurrection has 
called iuto existence; in short, there is no hope of any peace 
in the future, not even enough to render life in the Union 
tolerable amid the highest degree of material prosperity 
which the imagination could realize. The people are un¬ 
willing to offset domestic repose by considerations of wealth. 
They prefer a small competence with a guarantee of peace, 
than a fortune amid the excitementsand uncertainties which 
now constitute tho most prominent features of our whole 
political system. 

The last resort to check the progress of crime—the jury 
system—is becoming demoralized and inefficient. I would 
as soon, to-inorrow, take the chances of atrial before a jury 
upon a capital offence, as upon a charge of petty laroeny. 
The chances of acquittal in the former instance would be 
two to one in my favor, whereas, in the latter, punishment 
of some grade wonld he almost certain. The laxity is the 
more deplorable in view of the absence of those moral and 
religious restraints which operate so effectually to check 
crime. The spirit of religion, of which we hear so much 
vaunting, is fast dying out, and infidelism taking its place. 
Crime is encouraged by the decay of our Judicial system 
! and the hope of impunity held out by the remissness of ju- 
| ries. The excesses which follow, are so demoralizing the 
j public mind, that murders are thought little or nothing of. 
Familiarity with scenes of blood is blunting the consciences 
i of men to every sense of humanity and Christian feeling. 

! We are hut one degree removed from a state of anarchy, 
j and the probability is, that the little margin that is still left 
between the conditions of order and lawlessness, will soon 
he obliterated. Such are the views of men of high intelli¬ 
gence, having tho host opportunities, from enlarged experi¬ 
ence, of forming correct opinions, as to the present condi¬ 
tion and future prospects of this state, and elsewhere. 

The effeet of the present excitement in the South, upon 
the negro population, will he injurious in the extreme. All 
the incidents of tho present crisis, the discussions relative to 
it, the preparations and musterings to repel Abolition 
forays, are passing before their eyes, and within their hear¬ 
ing. With very rare exceptions, the negroes are unable to 
read, and they rely almost entirely for information, on what 
they can catch up, while waiting on the dinner, or break¬ 
fast table. There is generally some caution in keeping j 
from them whatever would ho calculated to enlighten them; 1 
but the existing excitement is so universal and so intense, 
and the discussions and preparations so unreserved, of ne¬ 
cessity, as to make concealment impossible. They are thus 
more enlightened within the past few weeks, than they 
would he during an age of comparative peace, when such 
movements would not he necessary. The effeet will prob¬ 
ably he to arouse some dangerous aspiration, incompatible 
with the condition of Slavery ; and when insubordination 
sets in, the integrity of the institution is at stake. In every 
aspect relating to the interests of both sections of the coun¬ 
try, I regard the late Harper’s Ferry insurrection as the 
greatest disaster that has yet befallen tins country. Its 
baneful effects will long survive the present generation, 
and its influence will be daily developed in mutual hostility 
between the people of the North and the South. 

This movement will, moreover, entail heavy pecuniary 
burdens upon the State. The cost of prosecutions, the 
maintaining of a military guard at Charlestown, the trans¬ 
portation of auxiliary troops from one point to another, be¬ 
sides their maintainanee, all involve outlays which will full 
heavily upon a State already pretty well embarassed, after 
an outlay of many millions for public works. And if we 
estimate the loss to business and trade, occasioned by the 
exeitement, and consequent estrangement of people’s minds 
from their legitimate pursuits, the result would be found 
little, if at all, less onerous than the actual outlay for the 
purposes indicated above. Then, again, there is the neces¬ 
sity for a permanent military organization which this move¬ 
ment suggests, and, which, of course, will constitute a stand¬ 
ing and permanent source of expense to the Commonwealth. 
And all this, while the true basis of the State’s wealth, the 
very means, in fact, on which she has to rely to meet these 
outlays—her trade, is being paralyzed and circumscribed. 


In view of all these facts, I regard the consequences of thii 
unfortunate Harper’s Ferry insurrection as little less disas 
trous than would be a civil war of many month’s duration 
A profuse flow of blood might possibly appease the hostili 
spirit of both parties.; hut this emeute, while it has not re 
suited in a direct conflict, will leave a cancer in the hod; 
politic, which will corrode and undermine tho constitution 
al vigor of our whole political system, until all is chaos 
confusion and anarehy.— Cor. N. F. Tribune. 



We are not always satisfied with the uttoranoesOf Henr; 
Ward Beecher, on the slavery question. But the follow 
ing, from a Discourse of his, in tho Independent iB admir 

1. If we would benefit the African at the South, w< 
must begin al home. This is, to Some men, the most disa¬ 
greeable part of the doctrine of emancipation. I t is veiy 
easy to labor for the emancipation of beings a thousand 
miles off; but when it comes to the practical application oi 
justice and humanity to those about us. it is not so easy 
Tho truths of God, respecting the rightsa nd dignities oi 
men, are just as important to free colored men, as to en 
slaved colored men. It may seem strange for me to say 
that the lever with which to lift the load of Georgia is ir 
New York: hut it is. I do not believe tho whole free 
North can tolerate grinding injustice toward the poor, and 
j inhumanity toward the laboring classes, without exerting 
an influence unfavorable to justice and humanity in the 
South. No one can fail to see the inconsistency between 
our treatment of those amongst us who are in the lowei 
walks of life and our professions of sympathy for the South¬ 
ern slaves. How are the free colored people treated al 
the North ? They are almost without education, with hut 
little sympathy for ignorance. They are refused the com¬ 
mon rights of citizenship which the whites enjoy. They 
cannot even ride in the cars of our city railroads. They 
are snuffed at, in the house of God, or tolorated with ill-dis¬ 
guised disgust. Can tho black man be a mason in New 
York? Let him he employed as a journeyman, and every 
Irish lover of liberty that carries the hod or trowel would 
leave at onee, or compel him to leave! Can the black man 
be a carpenter ? There is scarcely a eaepenter’s shop in 
New York, in which a journeyman would continue to work, 
if a black man was employed in it. Can the black man 
engage in the common industries of life ? Thorc is scarcely 
one in which he can engage. He is crowded down, down, 
down, through the most menial callings, to the bottom of 
society. We tax them, and then refuse to allow their chil¬ 
dren to go to our public schools. Wo tax them, and then 
refuse to sit by them, in God’s house. We heap upon them 
moral obloquy more atrocious than that which the master 
heaps upon the slave. And notwithstanding all this, we 
lift ourselves up; to talk to thS Southern people about the 
rights and liberties of the human ‘soul, and especially the 
African soul! It is true that slavery is cruel. But it is 
not at all certain that there is not more love to the race in 
the South than in tho North. They love their property. 
We do not own them, so we do not love them at all. The 
prejudice of the whites agaiust color is so strong that they 
cannot endure to ride or sit with a black man. so long as 
they do not awn him. As a neighbor, they are not to be 
tolerated, hut as property they are most tolerable in the 
house, the church, the carriage, the couch ! The African, 
owned, may dwell in America ; hut unowned, he must he 
expatriated ; emancipation must he jackal to colonization. 
Tho choice given to tho African is plantation or colonization. 
Our Christian public sentiment is a pendulum swinging 
between owning or exporting the poor in our midst. 

Whenever we are prepared to show toward the lowest, 
the poorest, and the most despised, au unaffected kindness, 
such as led Christ, though the Lord of glory, to lay aside 
his dignities, and take on himself the form of a servant, and 
to an ignominous death, that ho might rescue men from 
ignorance and bondage—whenever we are prepared to do 
such things as these, we may be sure that the example of 
the North will not he unfelt at the South. Every effort 
that is made in Brooklyn to establish schools and churches 
for the free colored people, and to encourage them to edu- 
i cate themselves and become independent, is a step toward, 
emancipation in the South. The degradation of free color¬ 
ed men in the North will fortify slavery in the South! 
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2. We must quicken all the springs of feeling in the free 
states in behalf of human liberty, and create a public senti¬ 
ment, based upon truth and true manhood. For if we act 
to any good purpose on the minds of the South, we must do 
it through a salutary and pure public sentiment in the 
North. When we have corrected our own practice, and 
set an example of the right spirit, then we shall have a 
position from which to exert a beneficial public influence 
on the minds of Southorn slaveholders. For this there 
must be full and free discussion. Under our institutions,; 
public opinion is the monarch, and free speech and debate 
form public opinion. 

The air must be vital with the love of liberty. Liberty 
with us must be raised, by religion, from the selfishness of 
an instinct, to the sanctity of a moral principle! We must 
love it for ourselves and demand it for others. Since Christ 
took man’s nature, human life has a Divine sanctity. We 
must inspire in the public mind a profound sense of the 
rights of men, founded upon their relations to God. The 
glory of intelligence, refinement, genius, has nothing to do 
with men’s rights. The rice slave, the Hottentot, are as 
much God’s ehildron as Humboldt or Chalmers. That 
they are in degradation only makes it more imperative 
upon us to secure to them the birthright which they, in ig¬ 
norance, might sell for a mess of pottage. 
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THE GREAT EVENT OF THE DAY. 

Before this number reaches our readers, the great trage¬ 
dy of which Virginia is especially the theatre, will proba¬ 
bly have reached its catastrophe—so far, at least, as the 
second act of the drama is concerned. What may come 
after it, God only knows. 

.John Brown, the principal hero of that tragedy, upon 
whom the wondering eyes of tho nation are now turned, 
unless some unexpected event intercepts tho blow, will have 
laid down his life for the enslaved, for the freedom of his 
country, for the eause of liberty throughout the world. 
Whether he will have done this wisely or unwisely, is a 
question on which men will differ. But that he will have 
done it conscientiously, and in the honest belief that the 
act for which he suffers was a religious duty, none can 
doubt or deny. 

The wisdom of his course, will, for the most part, be esti¬ 
mated by its anticipated results and the correctness oisuch 
estimates will have to he determined by time. If, under the 
Providence of God, it shall prove to have been an import¬ 
ant link in the chain of events which shall deliver the en¬ 
slaved and the nation from the iron heel of the slave power, 
tho millions of posterity will award to him the meed of 
honor which crowns the martyrs of liberty in all past his¬ 
tory. Nay, even if these results fail, nothing can prevent 
posterity from giving him a rank, in history, with the un¬ 
fortunate heroes of Poland, of Greece, and of Hungary. If 
he failed, so also did they. And, in this process of adjudi¬ 
cating the merits or the demerits of such acts by their re¬ 
sults, the-long lapse of ages must be taken into the account. 
Have the liberties of mankind been gainers or losers, in the 
long run, by the unsuccessful attempts which, while they 
rivet. the fetters of humanity tighter, preserve the fires of 
liberty in the human bosom ? These are questions difficult 
to decide, and the decision will be different in different 
minds. Americans, almost universally, applaud their revo¬ 
lutionary fathers, whose efforts to secure liberty were 
crowned with apparent and partial success. But what if 
they had failed ? Would the approval have been as unani¬ 
mous, then ? Historians are men of like passions and pre¬ 
judices with their contemporary readers. “ Jack Cade ” 
successful, would have been General John Cajjt, the hero. 
“ Wat Tyler ’ might have been Sir Walter Ttler. Suc¬ 
cess or failure may decide whether the hero of Ossawata- 
uric, the prisoner of Harpers Ferry, shall he known in his¬ 
tory as "'Old Brown” the madman: or the “Second Father 
of his country,” the Washington of the second and most 
glorious American Revolution. 

God seeth not as man seeth. He sees human characters 


as they are. Neither success nor failure, as men reckon 
them, have influence with him. Successful wickedness se¬ 
cures no honor in His sight. Calamitous virtue incurs no 
disgrace. If we would rightly estimate the men and the 
deeds of our times, we must learn to see with God’s eyes. 
We must hold converse with him. We must walk with 
him. We must enter into his plans. We must cherish his 
aims. We must study his Providences. We must he 
guided by his word. We must love humanity as he loves 
it. Wc must hate oppression as ho hates it. We must be 
just, as he is just; merciful, as he is merciful: forbearing, 
as he is forbearing; forgiving, as he is forgiving; righteous 
as he is righteous. 

“ And who is sufficient for these things ?” Let us ask 
wisdom of God, before we pass judgment upon men—espe¬ 
cially on men like John Browrt. The deepest questions of 
theology arc involved in the solution of such problems as 
are presented in his case. May men take the sword to 
right their own wrongs—to retain their own freedom ? If 
yea. how shall we say nay, when tho case is merely shifted 
to that of our equal brother? If I may fight to rescue 
white persons—a wife, a child, a brother of my own,—why 
not to rescue black persons, tho wife, the child, the brother 
of my neighbor ? 

We start these questions, that thoy may he pondered. 
There are other aspects of the case that we cannot pre¬ 
sent, much less discuss, now. Suffice it to say, here, that 
so for as tho foundation principles of mere law, whether 
natural or revealed, are concerned, and aside from the 
principles of peace, forgiveness, and endurance, —which are 
revealed only in the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,—we 
know of no principles of religion or philosophy that can 
suggest any other remedy for oppression, or any excuse, 
even, for not overturning it by the sword. It is only when 
we turn to the, Cross of Christ, that we discover other and 
better armor, “not carnal, hut mighty through God, to the 
pulling down of strong holds.” It is only in tho light of 
the forgiving mercy of God in Christ, that wc can co’nceive 
how, in the divine Government, mercy and truth may meet 
together, righteousness and peace embrace each other. 
Here it is, if any where, that peace principles are revealed 
to us. And' aside from the principles of peace, no man liv¬ 
ing can show a good reason for censuring the course of 
J ohn Brown, or for saying that he was not in the path of 
duty, in his efforts for delivering the enslaved. 

Dr. Cheever’s Thanksgiving Sermon, was a masterly 
performance, and was listened to with breathless attention, 
by a large and intellectual auditory, most of whom seemed 
to approve its sentiments, though we noticed, some counten¬ 
ances bespoke distress. The text was in Psalm XCIY, 14, 
15. “For the Lord will not cast off His people, neither will 
ho forsake his inheritance. But judgment shall return un¬ 
to his righteousness, and all the upright in heart shall follow 
it.” The blessed results of emancipation in the British 
West Indies,—the horrible results of persistent slaveholding 
in Virginia,—these were the two topics, presented in contrast, 
as illustrative of the principle of the text. The discourse 
appeared at full length, in the next morning’s Daily Tri¬ 
bune. It will not have been preached in vain. 

The “American Missionary” for December is out, and, 
like its predecessors, comes laden with interesting intelli¬ 
gence from the field of missions, foreign and domestic, under 
charge of the “American Missionary Association,” whose 
Missionaries are all friends of freedom, and consequently 
opposers of slavery. Publications and societies of this sort, 
holding, as they do, the evangelical doctrines of our liberty 
loving fathers, are “calculated to meet the approbation of 
all truly evangelical Christians.” The present number, an¬ 
nounces the departure of Rev. Geo. P. Clafflin, Rev. John 
H. Dodge, and Mr. Richard Miles, with their wives, Mission¬ 
aries of the American Missionary Association, for the Men- 
di Mission, West Africa. 

The Fulton Street Prater Meeting. —The “Ameri¬ 
can Missionary” for December, contains a letter from Rev. 
John G. Fee of Kentucky, containing the particulars of his 
attendance at the “Fulton Street Daily prayer-meeting,” 
in which himself and the Rev. D. F. Newton, were reproved 
by the Superintendent, for asking and offering prayers for 
the enslaved. “You transgressed our rules,” said the Super, 
intendent,—“no controverted subjects are discussed here.” 


The Boston American Tract Society 

lately published a small edition of Tract No 4. “ Slavery and 
the Bible,” which abolitionists regard heterodox, and it ig u n _ 
derstood that it will riot he re-published. This shows progress. 

Southern Illinois. 

Rev. Wm. Holmes, Missionary of the Am. Miss. Asso. writes 
from Randolph County, giving an account of a protracted Union 
Meeting of Episcopal and Protestant Methodists, Baptists and 
Cumberland Presbyterians, at which great efforts were made to 
save souls. ’ But, says the writer : 

'•The greater part of those most zealously engaged were negro 
hunters. “Wicked men, they lay Wait, as be that setteth snares ; 
they set a trap, they catch men.” Jts. 5 : 26, One of the 
preachers, engaged some time since, apologized for a cold he 
had caught, while “ lying out watching for niggers.” 

' The writer adds : 

• ! There is much to contend with, in Southern Illinois. The 
country papers are in general pro-slavery ; and it not unfre- 
quently happens, that after the missionary has delivered his 
| message and departed, they open their batteries, and fire away. 
The shot, however, fall harmless, and a good work is done.” 

“On visiting Herrey's Prairie, whence the poor colored fami¬ 
ly were driven, I was informed, that if I attempted to preach I 
would be mobbed. After consideration, meetings were, appoint¬ 
ed, were well attended, and Ho disturbance took place. I have 
reason to believe, good was done. I was reque-ted to make 
more appointments. I did so. These have been followed up 
with increasing interest; a spirit of inquiry has been .awakened 
and I trust the results will yet be seen, after many days.”— 
Vide Am. Miss, for December. 

In view of such facts, we see the necessity of a reformation of 
religion—not simply a revival of any sort of religion that may 
happen to prevail. 


CONNECTICUT. 

John Brown was horn in Connecticut. The following, 
from the Norwich Bulletin, shows something of the senti¬ 
ments and feelings of his native State, in respect to him and 
his enterprise. 

It is the more remarkable as coming from Canterbury, 
once famous for the mobbing and prosecution and imprison¬ 
ment of Miss Prudence Crandall, for teaching colored 
pupils. Canterbury Green “ was also the residence of 
Judge Judson, by whose order she was imprisoned. “ The 
world does move.” 

[Correspondence of the Bulletin.] 

The Secretary of the Church Anti-Slavery Society lec¬ 
tured at the Congregational church on Canterbury Green, 
this evening. At its close, certain facts and considerations 
wore presented in regard to the character and history of 
John Brown. The following resolutions were then unani¬ 
mously adopted by rising, having been seconded by Rev. 
Mr. Dunham of the Methodist church, and supported by 
John F. West, Esq., and Rev. Charles P. Grosvenor: 

Resolved, That while in the judgment of this meeting, 
the author of the late unsuccessful attempt in behalf of the 
slaves in Virginia, is by no means justified by us in that 
I undertaking, because there is a more excellent way for ac¬ 
complishing the end he had in view, yet we are satisfied 
| that he has meant nothing, and has done nothing, worthy of 
death; and we think that the facts elicited in the course of 
Iris hurriei trial, all going to show a certain degree of in¬ 
sanity onthe part of the prisoner, which would make his exeeu- 
I tion at the present time both an injustice and a mistake. 

| Resolved further, That in our judgment, from all the facts 
, vk can gather, tho terrible wrongs and grievances suffered 
by this man, at the hands of the slave power in Kansas, 
operating powerfully upon his natural sense of justiee and 
his deeply religious nature, and leading him to devote him¬ 
self, as a Christian duty, to the work of liberating slaves, 
has resulted, along with his actual success at simitar efforts 
before in Missouri, in fastening upon his mind the delusion 
that he was raised up by God, as another Moses, to deliver 
the oppressed. * 

Resolved also, That while the wrongs and sufferings of 
John Brown have long had our pity and indignation; and. 
his honest, courageous and Christian bearing through all 
the trying scenes of his capture, imprisonment, interroga¬ 
tion and trial, has won our highest admiration and regard, 
the issue of his impracticable undertaking in Virginia con¬ 
vinces us that the true way to prevent the recurrence of 
such disastrous attempts in other parts of the South, with 
all their dreadful consequences to whites and blacks, is for 
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Christian churches, at once and earnestly, to undertake the 
deliverance of the enslaved, as the legitimate work of 
Christianity, by means purely moral and peaceful. 

Canterbury, Nov. 17, 1859. ' Kiwa. 

We give also as an indication of the current of public 
opinion, the following, adopted at a public meeting in Lis¬ 
ton Ct. on the 22d of Nov. 

Resolved. That as a portion of the Christian people of the 
State of Connecticut, to which, we think, it will be an equal 
honor, years hence, to have given birth to the misguided but 
Christian hero, John Brown, as to have been the chosen 
home of the Revolutionary Patriot, Israel Putnam, we would 
respectfully represent to our brethren, the authorities^and 
people of Virginia, the great danger to be apprehended, in 
our view, from the execution of the honest man whom they 
have now in their prison. And wo shall earnestly pray God 
that an act wliich we believe to be so unjust and uncalled 
for, and which, we are satisfied would be so detrimental to 
the peace between the North and the'South, may be pre¬ 
vented. . 

Itefoa of % 

Our weekly record of news lacks its desirable and accus. 
tomed variety, this week. But the fault is not ours. We 
take what comes to hand. It was a truthful observation of 
Lord Napier, on his return to England, from this country, 
that there was no American politics, but slavery. It is becom¬ 
ing almost equally true that there is no American news, but 
slavery. The news from Virginia relating to the Harper's 
Perry prisoners, is almost the only news that attracts any 
attention. We have looked over the papers attentively, in 
search of other matter for our News Department, and find 
little that would not be accounted trivial and insipid, in 
the comparison. It seems to be the settled purpose of 
Divine Providence to arrest and rivet the attention of the 
American people to that one subject, until they shall have 
made up their decision in respect to it, and determined what 
they will do With it. 

Cook's Confession. —The confession of John E. Cooke 
is published at length, in the N. Y. Daily Tribune, of Nov. 
26. It fails, effectually to implicate any citizens of the Free 
States in the Harper’s Ferry affair, and, therefore, his con¬ 
fession secures for him no favor at the hands of pov. Wise. 

Two Children to be Purchased. —A very worthy col¬ 
ored woman, weary, and fast breaking down with anxiety 
and the fatigue of travelling this great city, to amass in 
small sums, the price of her two children’s freedom, pre¬ 
sented herself at our door early yesterday morning, and in 
the name of God begged us to give her money. She bore a 
letter from the daughter of a distinguished Judge, and had 
unquestionable testimonials of the genuineness of her mission. 
Of the price required, §1,500, there now remains but $80 to 
be collected. They who wish to know how sweet it is to 
help buy the enslaved out of bondage, can send to Mrs. Dr. 
Bayard, No. 6 West Fourteenth Street, contributions for 
“Madeline's” children. Two of them are now on the block. 
— N.Y. Tribune. 

In a country where the people have to ransom their chil¬ 
dren with money, is it strange that a dozen men should be 
found willing to attempt their ransom by force ? Is it 
Christian forbearance, or is it apathy and Bervility, that pro. 
vents scores of thousands from attempting the same ? 

Thomas Htatt, acknowledges the receipt of about 
§400 for the family of John Brown, and publishes 
extracts from nearly thirty letters, expressing sympathy 
with the heroic prisoner, denominated by one of them “ the 
modern Moses.” Others of them call him, “ the martyr of 
liberty.” A Friend writes as follows: 

"Quakertown, Bucks Co., Pa., 11th mo. 19, 1859. 

“ Thaddeus Hyatt. New York City— Respected Friend : 
Having just read thy proposition in The National Anti- 
Slavery Standard of the above date, for raising funds for 
the relief of the family of poor old Capt. John Brown, 
feel a willingness to respond with $1 03,. &e., hoping that 
ten thousand others may be induced to follow my example.’’ 

" Although I am a great hater of Slavery, I am a peace 
man, and could not sanction Brown’s mea^rres; it would 
have been wrong for me to have pursued his course. But, 
nevertheless. I have charity enough for Brown to believe 
that he thought ha was right, and feel much sympathy for 


him and his family- And, oh! my heart exclaims, may it 
be the means of arousing the feelings of millions against 
the awful crime of Slavery, so that they may be willing to 
enter into that Christian warfare, with the “ Sword of the 
Spirit,” potent to exterminate it from the face of the earth. 
With feelings of regard, I aril, 

“ very respectfully, thy friend, 

• e James M, Jackson.” 

Aaron I>. Ste-riens. 

To the Editor of The N. Y. Tribune. 

Sir : A handsome, powerful young man of twenty-five, 
is now in Charlestown, Vs., sick, wounded, and a prisoner, 
awaiting his trial. He was shot by the Virginia militia, 
when he was unarmed, and was bearing a flag of truce. 
He also, I believe, is the first man in the whole world who 
was ever required to plead to an indictment while apparent¬ 
ly in arthulo mortis. His uncomplaining fortitude on all 
occasions, has excited much sympathy in the hearts of the 
best citizens of Charlestown, and they do not hesitate to ex¬ 
press it. Apparently for the purpose of checking this feel¬ 
ing, and to turn it against the prisoner, a local paper starts 
the following paragraph : [See page 2d, Serious Charge, &c.] 
letter from jobs brows. 

A gentleman of this City, who has received the following let¬ 
ter from John Brown has handed it to us for publication : 

Charlestown, Jefferson Co., Ya., i 
Nov.. 17, 1859. J 

Mr Dear Young Friend : I have just received your most kind 
and welcome letter of tbe 15th inst,, but- did not get any other 
from you. I am under many obligations to you. and to your 
father, for all the kindness you have shown me, especially since 
my disaster. May God and your consciences ever be your re- 
warders. Tell your father that I am quite cheerful, —that I do 
not feel myself in the least degraded by my imprisonment, my 
chains, or the near prospect of the g^lows. ’ Men cannot impri¬ 
son, or chain, or hang the soul. I go joyfully, in behalf of mil¬ 
lions that “ have no lights" that this great dnet glorious, this 
Christian Republic is “bound to respect.” Strange change in 
morals, political as well as Christian, since 1776 ! I look for¬ 
ward to other changes to take place in God’s good time, fully 
believing that the “ Fashion of this world passeth away." 

Farewell May God abundantly bless you all! 

Your Friend, 

John Brown. 

The Cleveland Herald has been permitted to publish the sub¬ 
joined letter from Brown, addressed to a half-brother, residing 
in Ohio: 


From Charlestowu we learn that John Brown yesterday found 
it necessary to decline visits, as he was deeply engaged in pre¬ 
paring his public explanatory letter. He will make no speech 
at tbe execution, and says he has no confession to offer. Gov. 
Wise has issued orders that no one be admitted to see Brown 
between this and the time for the execution. There is to be a 
guard of 2,500 soldiers at the execution. A proclamation has 
been issued by Gov. Wise, announcing that the State has taken 
possession of the Winchester and Potomac Railroad, and that on 
the first three days of December it will be used for military 
purposes. He also warns the people of the State to stay at home 
on patrol duty on the day of the execution, to protect their pro¬ 
perty ; and that, if it is necessary, martial law will be proclaim¬ 
ed. Gen. Taliaferro has also issued a proclamation that all 
strangers who cannot give a satisfactory account of themselves 
will be arrested ; and that all persons coming to Charlestown 
merely to witness the execution will be turned back. Several 
reporters for the Northern press have been driven out of Harp¬ 
er’s Ferry, and compelled to go to Baltimore. Passengers now 
riding on the railroad are required to procure passports from 
Governor Wise.— N. Y. Tribune. 

Jolm Brown, in Prison, to Ills Old Schoolmaster. 

His Views of Death, and Religious Hopes—an Interesting Litter. 

To the Editor of the Independent. 

My aged friend, the Rev. H. L. Vaill of this place, remem¬ 
bers John Brown as having been under his instruction iu the 
year 1817, at Morris Academy. He wa- a godly youth, labor¬ 
ing to recover from his disadvantage of early education, in the 
hope of entering the ministry of tue Gospel. Since then, the 
teacher and pupil have met bat once to take “a retrospective 
look over tbe route by which God has led them.” But a short 
time since, Mr. Vaill wrote to Brown, in his prison, a letter of 
Christian friendship, to which he has r. ceived the following 
heroic and sublime reply. 

Has ever such an epistle been written from a condemned coll 
since the letter “ to Timotheus,” when Paul “ was brought be¬ 
fore Nero the second time ?” 

I have copied it faithfully from the autograph that lies before 
me, without the change or omission of a word, except to omit 
the full name of the friends to whom he sends his message. 

The words in italics and capitals are so underscored in the 
original. The handwriting is clear and firm, but toward the 
end of the sheet seems to show that the sick old man’s hand 
was growing weary. The very characters make an appeal to us 
for our sympathy and prayers. “ His salutation with his. own 
hand. Remember his bonds.” 

Truly youfs, L. W. Bacon. 

Litchfield, Ct., Nov. 21, 1859. 


Charlestown, Jefferson County, Va., I 
Nov. 12, 1859. f 

Dear Brother Jeremiah : Your kind letter of the 9th iust., is 
received, and also one from Mr, Tilden, for both of which I am 
greatly obliged. You inquire, “ Can I do anything for you or 
your family ?” I would answer that my sons, as well as my 
wife and daughter, are all very poor, and that anything that 
may hereafter be due me from my father’s estate, I wish paid 
to them, as I will endeavor hereafter to describe, without legal for¬ 
malities to consume it all. One of my boys has been so entire¬ 
ly used up, as very likely to be in want of comfortable clothing 
for the Winter. I have, through the kindness of friends, fifteen 
dollars to send him, which I will remit shortly. If you know 
where to reach him, please send him that amount at once, as X 
shall remit the same to you by a safe conveyance. If I had a 
plain statement from Mr. Thompson of the state of my accounts, 
with the estate of my father, I should then better know what 
to say about the matter. As it is, I have not the least memoran¬ 
dum left me to refer to. If Mr. Thompson will make me a 
statement, and charge my dividend,fullyfor his trouble , I would be 
greatly.obliged to him. In that case, you can send me any re¬ 
marks of your own, I am gaining in health slowly ; and am 
quite cheerful in view of my approaching end, being fully per¬ 
suaded that 1 am worth inconceivably more to hang, than for 
any other purpose. God Almighty bless and save you all. . 

Your affectionate brother, John Brown. 

P. S.—Nov. 13,—Say to my poor boys never to grieve for one 
moment on my account, and should many of you live to see 
the time when you will not blush to own your relatiou to Old 
John Brown, it will not be more strange than many things that 
’ have happened. I feel a thousand times more on account of my 
sorrowing friends, than on my own account. So far as /am con¬ 
cerned, I “ count it all joy.” “ I have fought the good fight,” 
and have, as I trust, “ finished iny course.” Please show this 
to any of my family that you may see. My love to all, and may 
God, in his infinite-mercy, for Christ’s sake, bless and save you 
all. 

Your affectionate brother, J. Brows, j 


A Letter feom Captain Brown in Prison. 

Charlestown, Jefferson Comity, Va., | 
November 15. 1859. j 

The Rev. H. L. Vail —Hy Dear, Steadfast Friend: Your most 
kind and most welcome letter of the 8th hast., reached me in 

I am very grateful for all the good feeling you express, and 
also for the kind counsels you give, together with your prayers 
in my behalf. Allow me here to say, notwithstanding “my 
soul is among lions,” still I believe that “ God in very deed is 
with me.” You will not, therefore, feel surprised when I tell 
youthatlam “joyful in all my tribulations;” that I dp not 
feel condemned of Him whose judgment is just, nor of my own 
conscience. Nor do I feel degraded by my imprisonment, my 
chains, or prospect of the gallows. I have not only been 
(though utterly unworthy) permitted to “ suffer affliction with 
God’s people,” but have also had a great many rare opportuni¬ 
ties for “ preaching righteousness in the great congregation.” I 
trust it will not all be lost. The jailor (in whose charge I am) 
and his family, and assistants, have all been most kind ; and 
notwithstanding he was one of the bravest of all who fought 
me, he is now being abused for his humanity. So far as my ob¬ 
servation goes, none but brave men are likely to be humane to 
a fallen foe. “ Cowards prove their courage by their ferocity. ’ ’ 
It may be done in that way with but little risk: 

I wish I could write, yon about a few only of the interesting 
times I here experience with different classes of men, clergymen 
among others. Christ, the great captain of liberty as well as of 
salvation, and who began his mission, as forefold, of him, by 
proclaiming it, saw fit to take from me a sword of steel alter I 
had carried it for a time; but he has put another in my hand, 
(•the sword of the Spirit,”) and I pray God to make me a 
fidthful soldier, wherever he may send me, not less on the 
scaffold than when surrounded by my warmest sympathizers. 

My dear old friend, X do assure you ! bave not forgotten our 
last meeting, nor our retrospective look over the route by which 
God had then led us; and I bless his name that he has again 
enabled me to hear your words of cheering and comfort at a 
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time when I, at least, am on the “ brink of Jordan.” See- 
Bunyan's Pilgrim. God in infinite mercy grant us soon another 
meeting on the opposite shore. I have often passed under the 
rod of Him whom I call my Father; and certainly no son ever 
neededit oftener; and yet I have enjoyed much of life, as 1 
was enabled to discover the secret of this, somewhat early. It 
has been in making the prosperity and happiness of others my 
own; so that really I have had a great deal of prosperity. Iam 
very prosperous still; and looking forward to a time when 
‘ ‘ peace on earth and good will to men ' ’ shall every where pre¬ 
vail. 1 have’ no murmuring thoughts or envious feelings to fret 
my mind. "I’ll praise my Maker with my breath.' 

T am an unworthy nephew of Deacon John, and I loved him 
much : and in view of the many choice friends I have had here, 
I am led the more earnestly to pray, ‘ * gather not my soul with 
the unrighteous. ” 

Your assurance of the earnest sympathy of the friends in my 
native land is very grateful to my feelings ; and allow me to 
say a word of comfort to them : 

As I believe most firmly that God reigns, I cannot believe 
that anything I have done, suffered, or may yet suffer, will be 
lost to the cause of God or of humanity. And before I began 
my work at Harper's Ferry, I felt assured that, in the worst 
event, it would certainly pay. I often expressed that belief; and 
I can now see no possible cause to alter my mind. I am not as 
yet, hr the main, at all disappointed. I have been a good deal 
disappointed as it regards myself, in not keeping up to my own 
plans; but I now feel entirely reconciled to that, even; for 
God’s plan was infinitely better, no doubt, or I should have 
kept 1o my own. Hod Samson kept to his determination of not 
telling Deiiah wherein his great strength lay, he would probab¬ 
ly have never overturned the house. I did not tell Deiiah, but 
I was induced to act very contrary to my better judgment; and 
I have lost my two noble hoys, and other friends, if not my 

But “ God’s will, not mine, be done.” I feci a comfortable 
hope that, like that erring servant of whom I have just been 
writing, even I may (through infinite mercy in Christ Jesus) 
yet “die in failh.” As to both the time and manner of my 
death—I have hut very little trouble on that score, and am able 
to be (as you exhort) " of good cheer." 

I send, through you, my best wishes to Mrs. W-and her 

son George, and to all dear friends. May the God of the poor 
and oppressed he the God and Savior of you all. 

Farewell, till we meet again. 

Your friend in truth, John Brown. 

UERRIT SMITH 

The Hon. Joshua It. Giddings has visited the afliicted family 
of Mr. Smith at Peterboro ; and after obtaining that information 
which enables him to speak confidently of facts, in a letter 
dated I’oterboro, Nov. 11, to The Ashtabula Sentinel, Mr. G. says 
of Mr. S. ; 

“ I learned that under his excessive labors Ms health failed 
some two months since ; that he has been afflicted with dyspep¬ 
sia, which of itself falls little short of insanity; that his physi¬ 
cian, and the physician of the Asylum, agree that his insanity 
is owing to ill health, and that he will recover as they may be 
able to restore his physical system to its proper tone. 

“ A lawyer of character told me that, six weeks since, he was 
at Mr. Smith’s office on business and spent some time with him, 
and so strongly was he impressed with the fact that this emi 
nent philanthropist was then suffering from monomania, that 
he stated to his partner that such was unquestionably the fact, 

“ His family, however, did not like to acknowledge such to 
be the case, until the news of the raid at Harper’s Ferry be¬ 
came known. On receiving intelligence of Brown’s capture, he 
seemed anxious to go at once and share in Brown's captivity 
and suffering. The idea that he was alarmed at the prospect of 
Governor Wise sending a demand for him is entirely erroneous. 
He understood his rights as well as any man, and had no appre¬ 
hension of that character. On the contrary, his anxiety to go 
there was the first decided proof which he gave of insanity. 
They could only induce him to go to Otica byassuringhim that 
he would be permitted to continue his journey to Virginia. 

"He retains all his prominent traits of character, is kind, 
affectionate, eloquent in conversation, speaks in Hie highest 
terms of Brown, etc. 


The Uika Observer of Monday says : 

"We are pleased to he able to state, on good authority', that 
Mr. Smith continues to improve. His bodily and mental con¬ 
dition are hopefully gaining. His appetite is better, and he 
sleeps better than when brought to the Asylum.” 

We yesterday saw a letter from the physician of the Utica 
Asylum, of the date of Nov. 28, iu which it was stated that 
Gerrit Smith was " greatly improved,” and "is now quite him¬ 
self.” Permission has been accorded to Mr. Smith's nephew, 
the Hon. John Cochrane of this city, to either visit his 
uncle in person, or correspond with him by letter. The news of 
the rapidly returning mental health of Gerrit Smitli will be 
welcome to many thousands.— Tnb. 

THE APPROACHING EXECUTIONS. 

OnAitLESTOWN, Monday', Nov. 28. 

On Saturday and Sunday the town was guarded with stran¬ 
gers and soldiers. 

Extensive preparations are making for the reception of addi¬ 
tional military forces, Which are hourly expected. 

The churches have all been taken possession of, for barracks. 

Sentinels nightly fire at imaginary foes, and a number of cit¬ 
izens have narrowly escaped their bullets. 

On Sunday night the military confidently expected an attack, 
and the sentries were doubled. No disturbers appeared, bow- 

It 1 b stated, ou good authority, that Gov. Wise has sent spies 
into Ohio and Pennsylvania, and it is from their reports that 
large bodies of men are arming and moving towards Virginia, 
that the military forces are being so largely augmented. 

About 700 additional troops have arrived hero since Saturday 
—including two Companies from Wheeling—so that we now 
have about 1,600 soldiers under arms. 

A letter from Huntingdon County, Pa., states that large bo¬ 
dies of armed men are moving towards Virginia, across the 
North Mountain, supposed to be on their way to Charlestown, 
These reports cau§e constant excitement among the people 

Arrangements are malting for erecting the gallows. 

FKPEIIAI. AMUNmON WANTED. 

Wasuixoiox, Monday, Nov. 26. 1857. 

It is said that the War Department was to-day called on for 
amunition, with reference to Charlestown affairs. 

THE PROGRAMME OK BROWN’S EXECUTION. 

Charlestown, Saturday Night, Nov. 26, 1969. 
Correspondence of the Hew- Yoih Times. 

As the day of Brown’s execution approaches, the excitement 
intensifies. Hichmond is contributing all her forces to defend 
the Commonwealth against lawless invasion. Charlestown is 
under martial law ; a picket of soldiers extends from here to 
Harper's Ferry. So extreme is the alarm that the entire popu¬ 
lation pass days of terror and sleepless nights. 

The programme for the execution, as arranged by Gov. Wise, 
is substantially as follows ; All good citizens will be requested 
to absent themselves from the scone and about the scaffold ; the 
troops, two thousand strong, will form an immense square, with 
the object of keeping the people beyond the reach of Brown’s 
voice, should he desire to deliver an incendiary speech. If 
Brown desires to address the public, he must do so in writing. 
The soldiers are having a jolly time, at the expense of Virginia, 
It will cost the Treasury a quarter of a million at least. The 
men all draw rations and conform otherwise to regular military 
discipline. Among sensible men no rescue is feared, or regard¬ 
ed as probable or practicable. But the masses, as you have 
seen, are frightened even by a cow. 

There was a fresh sensation to-day. Dr. Bawling, special cor¬ 
respondent, and Mr. Burghams, artist of Frank Leslie’s Newspa¬ 
per. having again returned, they were taken before the Com¬ 
mander and examined, but their documents saved them from 
trouble. 

I called on Brown this morning. He is cheerful as possible, 
and answers freely. He speaks of the interview wi th Gov. Wise, 
and says their conversation was misrepresented: and he is now 
eagaged in writing the corrections to reports to which Gov. 
Wise gave currency. No one would suppose he was under sen¬ 
tence of death. Rest assured he will die game. Barnumhasan 
agent here, and has offered Brown $100 for iris clothes and pike 
and his certificate of their genuineness. 


“Everybody now speaks well—indeed, they speak in the 
highest terms—of Gerrit Smith. I have not heard an individu¬ 
al express any other than profound respect for him, for his man¬ 
ly virtues, for his pure religious life, his nobleness of character. 
All men throughout the State mourn over this sad affliction 
which now rests upon the community. 

"I am pleased to say that Mr. Smith appears to view this 
matter in its true light. He bears up under it with great pati- 
■enee, and so do all the members of his family. J. B. G.” 


Charlestown, Va. * 
Brown was approached by a minister of the Presbyterian per¬ 
suasion, a few days ago, who wished to advise him spiritually. 
Brown replied him. saying that they did not worship the same 
God. The minister was a slaveholder. 

Brown was visited yesterday by Her. James H. March, of the 
K. E. Church. The reverend gentleman having advanced an 
argument iu favor of the institution of Slavery as it now exists 


Brown replied to him, saying. ‘ ; My dear sir, yon know nothing 

about Christianity ; you will have to learn the A B fl's in the 
lesson of Christ! mty, as-1 find yon are entirely ignorant of the 
meaning of the word. I, of course, respect you as a gentleman 
but it is a heathen gentleman.” The reverend gentleman here 
thought it best to draw such a discussion to a close, and there¬ 
fore. withdrew. 

The other prisoners are awaiting the execution of the sentence 
passed upon them with seeming composure, with the exception 
of Cook, who is quite crest-fallen Since the visit of Governor 
Wise, as the only hope he had is blasted by the positive assur¬ 
ance given while here, that under no circumstances would he 
interpose to save him. 

Everything in the shape of business is suspended, and.the in¬ 
habitants seem to do nothing but make efforts to provide for 
the military . Schools are suspended, and school houses occu¬ 
pied as barrack's, churches are in a manner closed, and the closet 
mnst now be resorted to by those whose thoughts are directed 
from things carnal. 

Much anxiety is evinced to know who the Charlestown cor¬ 
respondent of the New York Tribune is. I was offered $20 yes¬ 
terday for his name, but I was as ignorant of it as the rnan 
making the offer. If found out, he will fare badly. 

EVIDENCE OF INSANITY IN BROW NS FAMILY. 

The Boston Traveller of Saturday says: 

“ George H. Hoyt, Esq., of this city, counsel for Capt. Brown, 
arrived home this morning. He has procured at Akron and 
other places in Ohio, the affidavits Of eighteen different individ¬ 
uals going to show, in the clearest manner, that Brown's family, 
on the mother's side, had exhibited insanity in many instances. 
His grandmother was insane for six years before her death, and 
died in that condition. Three of her children were insane, and 
another other children had insane children, cousins of Captain 
Brown. The only sister of Brown, was also liable to attacks of 
of insanity. Several of the witnesses, relatives, or intimate ac¬ 
quaintances of Capt. Brown himself, testify to certain facts which 
in their opinion, go to show clearly that the hereditary taint 
exists in him 

Mr. Hoyt had an interview with Gov. Wise on Wednesday, 
and placed in his hands these affidavits. The governor assured 
Mr. IT. that he would give them the most careful consideration. 
By a law of the State he has the power, if satisfied that sufficient 
reasons exist therefor, on the ground of insanity, to postpone 
the execution and have the fact of insanity, passed upon by a 
jury. 

Special Dispatch to the ft. Y. Tribune. 

Charlestown, Va., Wednesday Nov. 30. 

According to Gov. Wise’s orders, no one will hereafter 
he permitted to see the prisoners, except the authorities and 
clergymen. 

Brown’s interviews with the Kev. Mr. Waugh, resulted in 
a difference of opinion on the subject of slavery. He now 
refuses to see him, or any of the Charlestown ministers, 
again. The other prisoners welcome them gladly. 

Brown will be executed, just before noon, on Friday. The 
Sheriff will take him in charge at 10 o’clock. The last 
privilege granted to Brown will be the choice between rid¬ 
ing and walking to the scaffold. 

No strangers are admitted here. A guard attends the ar¬ 
rival and departure of every train. Even residents cannot 
go about after sun-down. 

Mr. Egcrton, Member of Congress, from Ohio, came here 
Monday afternoon with a petition from Brown’s son, for the 
dead body of his father. This was peremptorily refused; and 
two hours later, Mr. Egerton wont out of town, in an open 
wagon, guarded by four of the Black Horse Bangers. 

Stephens will probably be taken to Staunton immediate¬ 
ly. He is anxious for the change, 

Hoyt’s efforts to procure delay on the ground of Brown’s 
insanity, are ridiculed. 

A military band giveB nightly serenades of merry music 
This, in the midst of panic and preparations for death! Ne¬ 
ro fiddled while Borne burned. 

A brother of Copic, in disguise, was this morning arrest¬ 
ed at a plaee about thirty miles distant. He was taken to 
jail, and identified by Cook. All the other prisoners refused 
to rocognize him. 

To iiio AsswdaM Press 

Baltimore, Wednesday, Nov. 30, 1359- 

Three passqpgers hy the western train of the Baltimore 
and Ohio Bailroad were taken out of the cars to-day, on 
their arrival at Harpers Ferry, by the military there, and 
imprisoned. 







THE PRINCIPIA. 


23 


The parties arrested, are merchants of Cincinnatti, who 
ircrc on their way to this city. At Grafton they were heard 
;o express themselves quite freely in relation to John Brown 
md his family, expressing great sympathy for him, and 
them. 

The conversation was heard hy a man, alleged to he a spy 
Sf Gov. Wise’s, who telegraphed to Harper’s Ferry an ac- 
jount of the matter, and a description of the parties. When 
the cars reached there, the volunteers entered with loaded 
muskets, and carried the men away, notwithstanding they 
protested their innocence. These proceedings wore of course 
without the consent of the company, and they cannot be held 
responsible for them. The company has only engaged to 
exercise, during the present week, proper surveillance, and 
to refuse to carry persons who may bo suspected of evil in¬ 
tentions. The company refuse to sell tickets for Charles¬ 
town, until after the execution of the insurrectionists. Among 
the passengers to-day, was John Brown, who had a permit 
from the Governor. 

Charlestown'. Wednesday, Nov. 30, 1859. 

The town is filling up' every hour with people from 
abroad. 

All was quiet to-day. 

A strict watch is kept at the depot upon all strangers, by 
special police officers, who pass through every car before 
they allow the passengers to come out. 

Mr. Egerton, Member of Congress, from O- io, is among 
the recent arrivals. He is on a mission from Brown’s son, to 
obtain the body of his father, but was informed to-day that 
no decision had been arrived at, as to the disposal of his 
body, when he left for Harper’s Ferry. 

Correspondence of the New- York Times : 

Charlestown, Ya., Tuesday Night, Nov. 29. 1859. 

There is everywhere disccmable here a vague dread of some 
fearful expression of sympathy with Brown on the fatal Friday. 
Curious to relate, patrols have been stationed in all quarters, 
but that from which [should any be in contemplation] an attack 
might reasonably be expected. They are profusely posted on 
all the Southern borders, but the inlet from the West is entirely 
unguarded. 

The maids and matrons of Charlestown are all alive. Last 
Sunday, between their little spasms of alarm, they occupied 
then- fair fingers with the construction of no less than five hun¬ 
dred bed-tics for the soldiers. 

It has been understood here that a large party of excursion¬ 
ists [numbering 2,000 in all] were co min g to the execution, Mr. 
Perham, the famous gift enterpriser, having gone into then- 
transportation as a speculation. I am informed, however, that 
[probably at the instigation of Gov. Wise] the Baltimore and 
Onio railroad Company have refused to allow the visitors to 
pass over their road on any terms. 


Brown’s Wife In PhUadelpSUa. 

Special Dispatch to the New York Tima. 

Philadelphia, Wednesday, Nov. 3| 

Mrs. Brown has been staying with friends in this city several 
days. She will not attempt to go further South, and awaits 
the event of Friday with hwoic composure. John Brown has 
many sympathisers in Philadelphia, and a mass meeting will 
be held in National Hall, on Friday, at which Lucretia Mott, 
Bev. Dr. Furness, and other noted Abolitionists, will make 
speeches. 

Lydia Maria Child is to write the life of John Brown, on be¬ 
half oi his family. No better choice could be made, and it is to 
he hoped that the announcement will prevent the publication 
of other biographies hy incompetent persons. Mrs. Child, w 
understand, is already in possession of all the facts and inci¬ 
dents of John Brown’s earlier history, which she has only fa 
complete by the story of his later career, down to to-morrow. 
The book, no one can doubt, will be quite worthy of its subject 
and the event that will have called it forth.— Tribune. 

SYMPATHY FOR THE COVDEMSK D. 

Announcements have been made of special meetings in refer¬ 
ence to the execution of John Brown, as follows. Onr paper 
goes to press too early to permit an account of the proceedings. 

^ Ne w York City . — Execution of John Brown.—Union AnU-Slamy 
Prayer Meeting. There will be a Union Airfci-Slavery Meeting 
held at the Shiloh Church, (Key. H. H. Garnett’s.) corner Prince 
and Marion-sts., on Friday, 2d inst., at 10 o'clock, a. m. Seve¬ 
ral short addresses will be delivered, and a collection taken n 
for the benefit of the families of the martyrs. 

A u.iAMsuuKG'ii, (Brooklyn, E. D.) A prayer meeting was aj 
Kan tod for Thursday Evening, in the First Congregational 
Meeting House, (Bev. S. S. Jocelyn’s.) 


The Wesleyan Methodists in Syracuse. N. Y.. have appointed 
a prayer-meeting at their Chapel, on Friday morning, at 6 o'¬ 
clock, for the purpose of offering up special prayer for John 
Brown, who is to be executed on that day. All Christians in 
that city are invited to attend this meeting. 

In many of the Ncw-England towns meetings of sympathy 
are appointed to be held at the time fixed for the execution at 
Charlestown. It was resolved at a meeting in the Joy-street 
Church, Boston, on Sunday, that all colored citizens having pla¬ 
ces of business, should close them on the day named, and pass 
the time as gloomily as possible. At a meeting of the colored 
citizens of Worcester, which was held on Tuesday night, it was 
proposed that part of the population which those present re¬ 
presented, should abstain from all ordinary occupations between 
the hours of ll and 8 o'clock, and that they should wear crape 
for one week after the event. 

A general prayer-meeting of the colored people of Philadel¬ 
phia will to held on Friday, at the Shiloh Church. The colored 
ministers, who sign the call for the prayer-meeting, say : 

^ We invite our people to meet at 10 A. M. laying aside all 
secular concerns, as far as possible, and in a devout orderly 
spirit, presenting themselves, with fasting and prayer, before a 
God of truth and justice, whom wo acknowledge as the com¬ 
mon Father of mankind—holy, just and true in all His dealings 
with His children. That to this ever-living God and Father, 
we may make a united appeal, that He remove from ns the 
miseries of oppression, and from our common country its in¬ 
fatuated blindness, its sneering, sceptical spirit and practical 
Atheism. That repentance and pardon may be given to the 
black man and white man of this country. To the black man, 
because he has said, in the bitterness of the anguish, of his mise¬ 
ry, God has forgotten us I And to the white man, because he 
has said, in the pride and insolence of his heart, “ There is no 
God.” • 

It is the opinion of intelligent colored men, in Philadelphia, 
that any public demonstrations of feeling in regard to this mat¬ 
ter, are unwise and injudicious, and had better he omitted. 

[BY TELEGRAm.] 

Boston, Wednesday, Nov. 30. 

Meetings of sympathy for John Brown are to be held on the 
day of his execution at Tremont Temple, Boston ; and also at 
Haverhill, Natick, and probably other towns in the State. 

A correspondent of The Boston Bee, writing from Providence, 
says: 

“ Osawatamie Brown has many sympathizers in Providence. 
On Friday next, the day on which the old patriot is to swing, 
there will be a mass meeting of the citizens in Pratt's Hall'. It 
will bear the character of an indignation meeting, such as that 
which assembled here after the Brooks assault on Simmer. 
Among the prominent speakers will be the Hon. Thos. Davis, 
and the Kev. Augusta Woodbury. Many of the church bells, 
will toll in memory of the departing hero,’’ 

Brown’s Condition. —A statement, I perceive, has been 
scattered through the Northern papers intimating that 
Brown is “ repentant.” If the idea conveyed be that he 
repents of his recent invasion, then it is incorrect. Brown 
manifests no regret on that score, although he has within a 
day or two appeared more quiet and thoughtful than be¬ 
fore, as if centering his mind upon his rapidly approaching 
death. He is perfectly composed, and wholly reconciled to 
his fate, as indeed he has been all along. To-day he is en¬ 
gaged in writing a long letter to ono of his friends, which 
he desires to have published after his execution, and in 
which he endeavors to set right eertain errors which he 
says have appeared in the newspaper accounts of his con¬ 
versations with Gov. Wise. He is very earnest on one 
point. He declares he never has said that his attempt at 
Harper’s Ferry was intended as a revenge for the injuries 
he received in Kansas . Here, he avers, he has been mis¬ 
represented or misunderstood. 

Brown is now confined by light chains upon his ankles. 
His hands are left free. He suffers uo discomforts, except 
the incessant visits to which he is subjected, and of which 
he begins to complain. The other prisoners are fettered in 
a similar manner.— Cor. of Tribune. 

From Charlestown we learn that John Brown has given 
orders that he does not wish the visitation of Pro-Slavery 
clergymen. He will be executed just' before nooa to-mor¬ 
row. Mr. Egerton, M. C„ from Ohio, made an ineffectual 
effort to secure the promise of Brownes dead body. A 
brother of Coppie, in disguise, has been arrested, and identi- 1 
fied. Two Cincinnati merchants were taken out of the cars ! 
and deprived of their liberty for expressing sympathy for I 
j John Brown and his family.— lb. 


“Serious Charge against an Insurrectionist. —As an 
evidence of the abandoned character of the men who were 
engaged in Brown’s lawless enterprise, says The Winchester 
(Va.) Republican , a mulatto woman, belonging to Col. Lewis 
W. Washington was token prisoner, and while- the party 
were about starting in his carriage for Harper’s Ferry, 
Stevens, one of Brown’s right hand officers, lingered behind, 
and offered violence to her person.” 

If the woman's own oath is worth anything, that state¬ 
ment is outrageous. She testified on the trial of Shields 
Green as follows: 

“Thatman (pointing to Green) “kissed my baby— he 
did. The white man (Stevens) asked me to come along 
with them, and put his arm around me. But he offered me 
nothing unfair , I will say that for hitn. He offered me 
nothing unfair .” 

Such were the exact words. Mr. Stevens’s chances for 
a “ trial” are not quite infinite, supposing Mm to be let 
alone. But their number can he easily imagined indeed, 
when such paragraphs as these fall into the hands of such 
Virginia jurymen as can read ! 

George Sennot, Counsel for A. D. Stevens. 

Death or Washington Irving. —We have to announce 
the death of Washington Irving , at his seat in Irvington, 
on the Hudson, on Tuesday, November 29, in the 77th year 
of his age. 

EUROPE. 

By the Europa at,Halifax, wo have three days’ later news 
from Europe, being to the 19th inst. The ratification of the 
treaties of peace were expected to be exchanged at Zurich on 
the 21st. The French Government had issued invitations to the 
Congress, to the Powers which signed the treaties of A’ienna in 
1815 and to the three Italian Rulers of Piedmont, Rome and 
Naples. The Congress is expected ta meet at Paris. The atti¬ 
tude of the English and French press is daily becoming more 
warlike. The Emperor Napoleon opposes Buon Compagnie’s 
assuming the Regency of Central Italy. Garibaldi is reported 
to have resigned the command of the Central Italian army and 
entered the Sardinian army. Breadstnffe dull, but firm. 


Jfamtfg Bkclkro. 

For “The Principle.” 

FRIENDSHIP’S WISH. 

I would not claim for thee, Mary, 

A life of unclouded joy, 

Of innocent, thoughtless gaiety, 

Of pleasure without alloy ! 

I- ask not that thy pathway 
Be strewn with thornless flowers— 

That thy day he all bright sunshine, 

In this fitful world of ours. 

For ’tis not the sunshine that lends 
To the rose its fairest hue ■ 

And only in storms gains the oak 
Its strength to stand firm and true. 

But I would that thy heart be strong 
The tempest and wave to control— 

That thy chill life-storms reveal 
The grandeur of the soul! 

Gertru de. 


I5IPOVIDENCE. 

There can be no doubt that a very great portion of the 
pecuniary embarrassments of the business community, “the 
hard times” with the middling classes, and the destitution, 
want, and wretchedness of the poorer classes, are owing di¬ 
rectly, or indirectly, to improvidence, in some form, to 
thoughtlessness, to self-indulgence, to hurtful luxuries, to 
extravagance, to vanity, “the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eye, and the pride of life.” Instead of living within their 
means, so as to “provide tMngs honest in the sight of all 
men,” and lay hy, in store for the contingent necessities of 
themselves and others: the general practice with laborers, 
mechanics, and men in business, is to live fully up to their 
expected incomes, with the risk of falling a little beMnd. 
Then, on every revulsion, or diminution of profits, or want 
of business, or employ, they are thrown into mental distress 
and perplexity, and soon, perhaps, into absolute physical 
destitution and suffering. Day laborers, operatives in manu- 
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Eaetories, and journeyman mechanics, in some of our cities, , 
almost uniformly spend every cent they can get, when they J 
have work and good wages, indulging themselves in every ! 
delicacy and luxury of the table, to say nothing of costly 
dress, expensive amusements, tobacco, cigars, intoxicating 
liquors, dissipation, and nameless vices. 

There is needed another Dr. Franklin to recall the public 
attention to the “first principles" of domestic economy, in 
which all true political economy substantially consists. Some 
enterprising publisher, In the meantime, would do well to 
furnish a cheap re-publication of “Poor Richard -” for gener¬ 
al use. Relief societies and committees, or munificent in¬ 
dividuals would do a good work by buying up whole editions 
of it for circulation among the masses. Its lessons, well 
heeded, would be worth more to the country than all the 
protection to industry and facilities for business, ever fur¬ 
nished by Protective Tariffs, and paper currencies, since the 
country was first settled. 

Mom. much more, and far bettor than all this is needed, 
in the proclamation and practice of the “first principles’- of 
Christian frugality, simplicity, temperance, sobriety, and 
honest considerate industry, as taught in the Bible. Here 
is work for the pulpit, as well as for the press. Here is 
work for Christians, the church, the minister of the Gos¬ 
pel. Rut the practice must correspond with the preaching. 
Here is work, too, for Tract societies, and for tracts which 
ought to command the “approbation of all truly evangelical 
Christians/ ' A volume is needed to trace the bearings of 
this subject on public and private morals, on enterprises of 
benevolence, on the preservation of civil and religious liber¬ 
ty on education, on family purity, on human progress, on 
the conversion of the world. Christianity, the Christian 
Scriptures, the good old-fashioned, but much neglected and 
abused Christian Theology, honestly studied and faithfully 
applied, are sufficient for all these things, so far as moans, 
instrumentalities, motives* and arguments are concerned. 
And the Spirit of God, in answer to prayer, is sufficient to 
give those means superhuman vitality and power. 

This is a subject for the consideration of families. Re¬ 
form must commence in the family, especially iu the Chris¬ 
tian family, before there can be substantial and permanent 
reform, either in the Church or in the n ation. 

bight and wrong. 

« Do yon think that is right, my child ?” 

I was struck by the impressive tone in which Mrs. Day- 
ton uttered these words, and looking up, I saw her sorious- 
ly awaiting their effect.—The child was a sprightly black- 
eyed darling, of scarce four summers, and the question in¬ 
voluntarily crossed my mind, “ How far can such a child 
be expected to judge of right and wrong?” 

“Does Emma think she is doing right?” repeated the 
mother. 

Emma’s laughing mouth, and dimpled cheek grow serious 
as her eyes fell beneath the mother’s gaze, aud she bent 
thorn upon the forbidden book of costly prints that she had 
been turning over. The volume was not injured. The 
mother pointed out no torn leaves, nor soiled pages; but 
simply, “was her darling doing right, in taking the book, 
when mamma had forbidden it ?” 

The little lip quivered, the largo oyes filled with tears, 
and with some effort tho child replied, “No, mamma.” Thou 
raising tho volume from tho carpet, she replaced it upon 
the table, and turning back, she hid her face in the folds 
of her mother’s dress and burst into tears.—The triumph 
was complete, and it was the triumph of principle. I was 
astonished. 

When a suitable opportunity occurred, in the absence oi 
the child, I oould not forbear asking the mother how so 
nice a perception of right and wrong had been iuculcated. 
Mrs. Dayton hesitated a moment, and then replied, 

“Do not say inculcated, but developed, if you please 
God has planted in the heart of a child, a sense of the differ 
ence between right and wrong, though it may be m differ 
ent degrees. Let this sense of right and wrong be proper 
ly appealed to, and the heart of the child responds to it 
So far as my observation goes, it is by far the most effectual 
means that “can be used in family government The fear 
of punishment, the displeasure of those they love, and the 
incentive of rewards, are utterly insignificant, compared 
with this. There is a moral power in it, that cannot be 
purchased elsewhere.” 


A pause ensued, but I waited expectant, and Mrs. Dayton 
proceeded; 

“ And think, my friend, what men and women such an 
education would make. I feel my own insufficiency, for I 
had little such training myself; but I have often thought 
what doubts and fears, and what gross inconsistencies 
might thus be avoided. Thousands of people who mean 
well, and Christian people too, fall into sad errors, because 
their moral perceptions have not been quickened to make 
nice distinctions between right and wrong. What crimes 
would be saved the world, what shame and reproach would 
be saved our common Christianity, if children were better 
educated in this respect.” 

Mrs. Dayton ceased speaking, while the triumph of right 
argument, and the glow of enthusiasm, beamed on her 
countenance .—American Messenger. 

We place the above in our “Family Miscellany” as being 
specially adapted to interest children, and to guide pareqjs 
in the education of them. But we hope that the reading 
and study of it will not be confined to the nursery. Wo 
rogard it as a specimen of a class of facts, tho observation 
and study of which should go far toward the correction of 
some grave errors in metaphysics and theology. We have 
philosophers who ignore conscience, as a distinct faculty of 
the soul, and who confound it with the judgment or power 
of reasoning. We have moralists who resolve all questions 
of right and wrong into mere estimates of consequences, 
and we have politicians who avail themselves of all this, to 
keep conscience out of the political arena, and to manage 
all public affairs upon mere calculations of advantage. 

How shall conscience be cultivated by those who forget 
that they have any such faculty to be cultivated ? Or, how 
shall ministers of the Gospel probe men’s consciences, while 
thoy do not perceive that men have any consciences distinct 
from their faculty of calculation ? 

The story of little Emma, corresponding as it does, with 
facts, reveals the distinct existence and the power of con¬ 
science, or moral sense, even in a little child. Motives of 
interest, and calculations of advantage, addressed to that 
child would have produced no such moral effects. And 
the child is the miniature of the man. 

So long as religious teachers neglect conscience, as a dis¬ 
tinct faculty, so long will the community be led astray by 
those who would exalt what they call “reason,” or the cal¬ 
culating faculty, above the dictates of conscience, and con¬ 
sequently above the word of God .—[Editor of Principia.] 


About four years ago, a girl, whose dreamy eyes had not 
yet seen the violets-of eighteen springs, was brought to this 
city from the east, by one of our theatrical managers, aud 
after making her debut at his establishment, became a fa¬ 
vorite with all tho habitues. She had been engaged for 
juvenile tragedy parts, and her sweet face, her delicate, 
almost exquisite, features, her charming figure and elegant 
stage deportment made her a favorite and won sympathy 
from many persons whoso long cosmopolitan experience 
had made them quite blase. Among those who were quite 
enthusiastic in her favor, was a young man from the north¬ 
ern part of the State, who saw her first as “ Pauline,” and 
ever after when he spoke of her to his friends he called her 
by that name. At length he managed to be introduced to 
his charmer, and his apparent devotion and sincerity soon 
won her heart. Alone, without friends, of a rather melan- 
cholly temperament, solely dependant upon herself, while at 
the same time sick of the world, and tired of the part she 
was compelled to play in it, the sympathy he has to offer 
fell upon her spirit like a soothing balm. Before they had 
been acquainted a month they were insuperable, and in the 
society of each other spent all the time they could spare 
from their duties. 

For several months this continued; but, like Francesca 
di Rimini and her beloved Paolo, as they read, one after¬ 
noon, they fell, and their golden peace and content abandoned 
them, and never came baek. Still they were devoted to 
each other, but their lives had been ideal, and the terrible 
result of having yielded to the tempter, did not make itself 
fully known for several months. Then they were disconso 
late. He was unfortunate in business, she could not prose¬ 
cute hers, and there seemed but one path for them to pursue. 
She left the theatre, for the ostensible purpose of going East; 


1 but really to become an inmate of One of the Hospitals of 
the city, at which she became the mother of a beautiful and 
bright-eyed girl, which she gave to a mulatto woman, that 
it might be cared for without annoyance to her. 

A week or two ago this woman, whose name is Heazeltom 
left her residence on Sycamore street, between Third and 
Fourth, and went to Maysville, Ky., upon a visit to some 
relatives, taking the child with her. She had not been long 
in the city, before she was arrested, and, with the babe of 
the actress, throwninto Jail.—She remained their some time, 
during which she managed to prove she was a free woman, 
and under promise of leaving the State, she was liberated. 
The child, however, waB retained, and in spite of her protes¬ 
tations that it was a white child which had been given her 
to raise, it was kept in the possession of the authorities, 
while she was sent to this city. 

A day or two since she wen t to one of the Lieutenants of 
Police, and told the story wo had related here ; also stating 
that from the hour the mother of the child had left the Hos¬ 
pital, she had not been seen, and that nothing was known of 
her. The father, too, has not been heard of, nor h'as seen 
his child, since it came in her possession. The child, she 
says, although she cannot prove it, is the offspring of the 

illicit love of the actress, and Of as good parentage as those 

who, she fears, will yet make it a slave. 

Meantime, the Lieutenant has written to tho Maysville au¬ 
thorities in regard to the matter, and now awaits an answer. 
What will bo the result of the case still remains one of the 
myBteries which time alone can solve; but we presume the 
woman or the authorities will be compelled to resort to a writ 
of habeas corpus, and serve it on tho Maysville semi-kidnap¬ 
pers—Cm. Pr ess. 

“ God schooleth and nurtureth his people, that through 
many tribulations they may enter into their rest. Frankin¬ 
cense, when put into the fire, giveth the greater perfume; 
spice if it be pounded, smelleththe sweeter; the earth when 
it is tom up with the plough, becometh more fruitful; 
the seed in tho ground, after frost and snow, midwinter storms, 
springeth the ranker; the nigher the vine is pruned to the 
stock, the greater grape it yieldeth ; the grape, when it is 
most pressed and beaten, maketh the wine sweeter; fine 
gold is the better when it is cast in fire, rough stones, with 
hewing, are squared and fit for building; cloth is rent and 
cut, that it may be made a garment; linen is washed, and 
wrung, and beaten, and is the fairer. These are familiar 
examples to show the benefit and commodity whieh the 
children of God receive by persecution. By it, God washeth 
and scoureth his congregation. ‘ We rejoice,’ said St. Paul, 

‘ in tribulations; knowing tribulations bringeth forth patience 
aud patience experience, and experience hope; and hope 
maketh not ashamed.’ The power of God is made perfect 
in weakness, and all things turn unto good to them that fear 
the Lord.”— Bishop Jewell. 

A Conductor ox a Cow-Catcher.— As one of the freight 
trains coming east-, rounded a sharp curve near Barree, 
Siding, a station about twelve miles we t of Huntingdon, 
the engineer saw a small child sitting in the middle of the 
track, playing, unconscious of its danger. He instantly 
whistled down brakes and reversed his engine, but the 
weight of the train and the high speed at. which it was Tun¬ 
ning rendered it impossible to stop before reaching the 
child, which must inevitably have been crushed to death. 
In this emergency, when most men would have stood para¬ 
lyzed with horror, tho conductor of the train, Mr. Daniel 
McCoy, with steadiness of nerve that has few parallels, ran 
to the front of the engine, crawled down on the cow-catch¬ 
er, and, holding himself with one hand, leaned as far for¬ 
ward as possible, as he approached the child, with a 
sweeping blow of the other, he threw it off the track. It 
was me work of an iustarit, and required a steady hand and 
cool head to accomplish it; but he was equal to the emer¬ 
gency. The train was immediately stopped, and on going 
hack, the child was found lying a/the foot of a small em¬ 
bankment, some twenty or thirty feet from the track of 
the road, alive and lacking, but somewhat stunned and 
bruised. The child belonged to a farmer named Neff, re¬ 
siding immediately along the road. [Harrisburg Patriot 
10th.] 
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